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“T had three 


chairs in my house, 





one for solitude, 


two for friendship, 


three for society.” 


Henry David Thoreau 


Reproduction of the original in 
Harrison Gray Otis House, Boston 


Original in Williams College museum. 
The original was illustrated in Antiques Reproduction of the original in 


Magazine November 1944, on page 260. Concord Antiquarian Society 


Reproductions of colonial American originals in leading museums, the 
Cohasset Colonial collection of thirty-four pieces is available in kits for home 
assembly or assembled unfinished. Cohasset Colonials are appropriate and 
sturdy for use in the public rooms of Historic Preservations. Visit our show- 


room on Cohasset Harbor, open weekdays and Saturdays until 5:00 P.M. 


Our catalog will be sent on request. Telephone: EVergreen 23-0110 


(ohasset Colonials 
By HAGERTY 


Cohasset, Massachusetts 














OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND 


i. i AS MP ME ME ME ME ME EE 
ee ee =—_ » ee | ee | ee | ee | Se | Se Se 5 Se Se Se | Se | Se | Se | Se | 





ad a 2 eS eS ee ee 2 A! 8 8 XE 
SES OS Oe eS > eS eS Se eS OS OS eS eS OS eS SS ES ES eS ES Sl 


The Bulletin of THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION 
OF NEW ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 


Harrison Gray Otis House, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston 


Vol. XLVIII, No. 1 Summer 1957 Serial No. 169 











The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 


HARRISON GRAY OTIS HOUSE, 141 Cambridge Street, Boston 14, Massachusetts 





Artruur 8S. Dewinec, President 


BertraM K. Lirrie, Director and Corresponding Secretary 


SUMNER APPLETON WELD, Recording Secretary Guy W. Wacker, JR., Treasurer 
BUCHANAN Cuar.es, Librarian Witiiam Henry Harrison, Director of Museum 


Apssotrr LowELL CuMMINGsS, Assistant Director and 
Editor of O_p- Time New ENGLAND 


CHRISTOPHER J. Firzparrick, JR., Assistant Treasurer LeaS. Lugvuer, Curator of Museum 
Miss E. FLoreENcE Appuson, Assistant to the Director 
Miss EsrHer M. Dorwarpo, Membership Secretary 


Roy W. BaKER, Supervisor of Properties 


STATE VICE-PRESIDENTS 
California New Jersey 
Mrs. Dororuny APPLETON WELD, Mrs. GERALDINE R. DopcE, Madison 
Santa Barbara ; 
New York 
Connecticut . : os 
we Invinc S$. O_ps, New York City 
Mrs. Witmartu S. Lewis, Farmington | 
Ohic 
Delaware Mrs. Josepu T. Wearn, Chagrin Falls 
Henry F. pu Pont, Winterthur ' 
Rhode Island 
Illinois Mrs. Haro_tp Brown, Newport 
RussELL Tyson, Chicago 
Vermont 


Nex Hampshire Hari Park McCuLtoucu, No. Bennington 


Harvann G. Lirrie, Hampton Mrs. J. Watson Wess, Shelburne 
TRUSTEES 
1955-1955 1950-1959 
Mrs. Francis B. CrowninsH1ELp, Boston Mrs. Henry P. Kenpat, Sharon 


Miss EsrHer Forpes, Worcester 
kpwarp P. Hamitton, Milton BartTLetr H. Hayes, |r., Andover 


Wirtrtiam G. Perry, Andover CarLETOoN R. RicuHMonpb, Milton 


1957-19600 
Mrs. Rornert B. Cuoatre, Danvers 
Mrs. Horatio Rocers, North Andover 
RussELL H. Ketrevr, Lexington 


Epwarp A, Tarr, Boston 





Miss CaTHARINE W. Pierce, Cambridge 


se: 


oe 


oe —_ = ae ek 











a — ey eee oe 


=" 


ee a we ee 


——— a 





Ph A AON eon We ee 


eae Se AE 








JuLy-SEPTEMBER, 1957 SUMMER IssuE VoL. XLVIII, No. 1 











Table of Contents 


MEssSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT . . . . . « « Oy Mr. Stephen B. Luce 
REPORT OF THE CORRESPONDING SECRETARY . . by Mr. Bertram K. Little 


THE BoorH FAMILY OF NEWTOWN AND SOUTHBURY, . . . . . .s . 
CONNECTICUT . . . . 1. « « « « « by Ethel Hall Byerkoe 


REPORT OF THE TREASURER . . . . . . by Mr. Guy W. Walker, Jr. 
REPORT OF THE DirEcroR OF Museum . . .. . by Mr. Russell H. Kettell 


REPORT OF THE LIBRARIAN ....... by Mr. Buchanan Charles 


Cover: Haying on the Y ork River, Maine. Photograph by Emma L. Coleman, ca. 1880- 


1590. 








THREE DOLLARS PER ANNUM 


Second-class mail privileges authorized at Boston, Massachusetts, and Portland, Maine. 


Copyright, 1957, The Society for the Preservation of New England Antiquities 


i 


SINGLE COPY, SEVENTY-FIVE CENTS 











MAHOGANY, CHIPPENDALE-TYPE HIGH CHEST ATTRIBUTED TO 
ELIJAH BOOTH, SOUTHBURY, CONNECTICUT 





Owned by the Society and exhibited in the Pratt House, Essex. 














. ea 











OLD-TIME NEW ENGLAND 


eA Quarterly Magazine ‘Devoted to the Ancient Buildings, 
Household Furnishings, “Domestic eArts, Manners and Customs, 
and “Minor Antiquities of the New England People 


BULLETIN OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE PRESERVATION OF NEw ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES 





Volume XLVIII, No. 1 


July-September, 1957 


Serial No. 169 








Message trom the President 


Mr. STEPHEN B. Luce 


N sending greetings to the members 
of the Society through this Annual 
Meeting and the Summer issue of 

our bulletin, I want to express my real 
appreciation of the action of our Board 
of Trustees in appointing me President 
Emeritus of the Society. I look forward 
to such continuity of my official connec- 
tion with an organization which has 
meant so much to me over many years 
and to being called upon at any time that 
I may be of advisory help to the Society. 
The following bequests received dur- 
ing the past fiscal year are hereby re- 
ported: Estate of Charlotte Nichols 
Greene, $5,000; Estate of Caroline B. 
Wade (for the benefit of the Barrett- 
Barr houses, New Ipswich, New Hamp- 
shire, an additional $300,000; Estate of 
Ruth Lee Griswold (for the benefit of 
the Pratt House, Essex, Connecticut) a 
final payment of $1,268.39; and Estate 
of Edward P. Casey (for the benefit of 
the Casey Farm, North Kingston, Rhode 
Island) an additional $44,914.43. All 
of us are both truly grateful and encour- 
aged by such generous aid to the for- 
warding of the Society’s purposes. 
Receipts from the Society’s annual ap- 


peal totaled $9,661.29, and an addition- 


al $25 was given to the Lyman House 
endowment fund. We are certainly for- 
tunate in this evidence of the continuing 
support of our present members. 

For the seventh year our Three Mem- 
bers’ Afternoons were held in Appleton 
Hall during the winter months. On Jan- 
uary 30, Dr. Harold Bowditch interested 
us with the significance and conventions 
of “Heraldry in New England,” and 
with the recognizable characteristics of a 
number of painters of coats of arms in 
this region. On February 20, Miss Elea- 
nor Fayerweather showed us, with the 
aid of two volunteer models, some of the 
Society’s costume collection while eluci- 
dating “Fabrics and Fashions in New 
England,” and to end the series on 
March 20, Mr. David M. K. McKibbin 
gave us a fascinating view of “New Eng- 
land Through Early Travelers’ Eyes.” 

To the officer and four Trustees end- 
ing their terms of service today, I give 
for you all our hearty thanks for their 
special interest and co-operation. I glad- 
ly welcome the new members of the 
Board, and once more assure all our 
members that the Society continuously 
appreciates their loyalty. 








Report of the Corresponding Secretary 


Mr. BertraM K. LItrr_e > 


May 1, 1956 to April 30, 1957 


‘To THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS OF THE SOCIETY FOR THE 
PRESERVATION OF NEw ENGLAND ANTIQUITIES: 


HAVE the honor to present my 

tenth report as Corresponding Sec- 

retary and Director covering the So- 
ciety’s forty-seventh year from May 1, 
1956 to April 30, 1957. 

In accordance with custom, individual 
properties of the Society are mentioned in 
the order of geographic relation to head- 
quarters. Those not reported on specifi- 
cally continue to receive the care of cus- 
todians or special committees and such 
maintenance as limited resources permit. 


Lady Pepperrell House, ca. 1760, Kit- 
tery Point, Maine. 


Fallen and decaying arbors have been 
righted, repaired or removed, overgrown 
shrubbery properly pruned, a picturesque 
rock garden established on a hitherto bare 
area and other improvements in the gar- 
den and grounds accomplished by the 
voluntary labors and expenditures of the 
Kittery Garden Club. The Society con- 
tinues to be deeply grateful to the Club 
and to the members of the House Com- 
mittee who contribute in several ways to 
the appearance and preservation of this 
property. 


Hamilton House, ca. 1770, South Ber- 
wick, Maine. 


Real advance in the effectiveness of 
the gardens and grounds has resulted 
from the intelligent and enthusiastic work 
of our custodian, assisted by such profes- 
sional help and hourly labor as he both 
needed and could obtain. The exterior of 


the main house was painted. We have re- 
grouped the furniture and furnishings in 
a number of rooms to emphasize the peri- 
od of the house and hope to achieve mor 
along those lines this coming season 
through window and bed hangings and 
the acquisition of some pieces that will 
reflect the elegance of its time. A fifth 
annual South Berwick Broiler Day, again 
to aid the Civic Center, continued the 
tradition of benefit and enjoyment the 
community derives from this outstanding 
estate. 


Jackson House, ca. 1664, Portsmouth, 
New Hampshire. 


Funds for needed reshingling of lean- 
to roof must be found another year, but 
in the meantime we have been able to re- 
pair the fence around the property and to 
feel encouraged by a record number of 
visitors during the past season, including 
especially. interested adult and_ school 
groups, whose impression of the house 
must certainly be heightened by the in- 
formation and enthusiasm imparted by 
the Harlows who have cherished it for 
so many years. 


Governor John Langdon Mansion Me- 
morial, 1784, Portsmouth, New Hamp- 
shire. 

A master plan for a late eighteenth- 
century setting for this fine house, based 
as far as possible on documentary and his- 
torical evidence of the evolution of the 
property, is being carried forward as time 









































and funds permit. To begin with, how- 
ever, it was necessary to improve the pro- 
tection of the house and gardens by re- 
pairing fences, installing chain-link fence 
where wooden sections could no longer 
serve, and moving existing tree and shrub 
material, or providing new, to create the 
needed shielding background. Last Octo- 
ber, Mr. and Mrs. Milton Smith Fuller 
became custodians here because the ex- 
tent of the house and grounds requires 
the continuous exertions of a couple. 
With the appointment of Mrs. Edward 
5. Marvin as Curator for the coming sea- 
son, we shall have more help in the show- 
ing of the house and in cataloguing its 
furniture and furnishings, to which we 
plan to add particularly in the second- 
floor chambers. 


Rocky Hill Meetinghouse, 1785, Ames- 
bury, Massachusetts. 


Surprisingly youthful vandals broke 
many panes of old window glass, muti- 
lated hymnals, practically destroyed the 
eighteenth-century Bible, wrecked the 
little early reed organ and otherwise 
damaged the interior of this fine build- 
ing. For the cost of nearly three hundred 
dollars in reparable loss, their parents 
have promised to reimburse the Society 
through the Stewards, but by the time of 
writing this report only five dollars of 
these pledges had been received. The 
roof was reshingled. The regular series 
of three summer services was held. 


Samuel Fowler House, 1810, Danvers- 
port, Massachusetts. 


The Society was fortunate in being 
able to appoint Mr. and Mrs. William 
Watson, Jr., custodians here last August. 
Not so fortunate was the necessity of 
having one of the unusually tall chimneys 
on the main house taken down to the 
roof and rebuilt with new flashing. Other 
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chimneys are not in good condition and 
the plumbing and heating systems seem 
to require considerable attention, so the 
costs of preserving this beautiful house 
with our limited resources would be even 
more frightening if our new custodians 
had not already provided more than usual 
care both of it and its setting. 


“Beauport,” Gloucester, Massachusetts. 


With the completion early last fall of 
a separate four-room living unit attached 
to the Franklin Game Room ell, the So- 
ciety was pleased to appoint William B. 
Blanford, Curator of “Beauport,” and 
Mrs. Blanford hostess in charge of the 
showing of the house during each open 
season. Over the past winter and spring, 
they have not only taken excellent care 
of house and grounds but also familiar- 
ized themselves with the fascinating ram- 
ifications of “Beauport’s” many rooms 
and myriad contents to help visitors fully 
enjoy the guided tours. 


“Scotch”-Boardman House, 1651 (7), 
Saugus, Massachusetts. 


Upon realizing her understanding in- 
terest in this important house, we were 
pleased to appoint Mrs. Harold A. (Ruth 
S.) Ridings custodian of it, and to have 
the necessary simple bathroom and com- 
bination kitchen range-heater installed so 
that she and her husband may give it the 
continuous care it deserves. 


Jacobs Farmhouse, 1726, Assinippi- 
Norwell, Massachusetts. 


After considerable negotiation regard- 
ing essential conditions of use and the 
proper allocation of the responsibilities 
and liabilities attendant on such use, the 
Society has leased to the Town of Nor- 
well, acting by its Recreation Commis- 
sion, all the land south of Main Street for 
possible development of a young players 


4 Old-Time New England 


baseball diamond and family picnic and 
playground area. No change may be 
made in the land directly opposite the 
farmhouse or along the Main Street 
frontage that will adversely affect the 
farm setting which all desire to preserve, 
but it is expected that many of the in- 
habitants of the town will derive health- 
ful outdoor pleasure from the remaining 
acres. 


Winslow-Crocker House, ca. 
Yarmouth Port, Massachusetts. 


1780, 


Through the appreciated willingness 
of Mr. and Mrs. Raymond B. Davison, 
appointed custodians last October, to 
work hard and long on clearing up, 
cleaning, and arranging the furniture 
and furnishings, this interesting house 
will be ready for its first regular open sea- 
son by June. 


Alexander House, 1811, Springfield, 
Massachusetts. 


Following appointment in June, Mr. 
and Mrs. Frederick M. Kingsbury took 
up the -full responsibilities of custodian- 
ship here on the first of last September. 


Spaulding Cooperage Shop, ca. 1845, 
Townsend Harbor, Massachusetts. 


This unusual structure with its dis- 
plays of domestic and occupational tools 
and equipment, will be more available 
again this coming season through the pro- 
ject Miss Esther E. Gray has launched of 
having classes in crafts here and present- 
ing the opportunity to visitors of pur- 
chasing products and related articles as 
gifts to benefit the building. 


Lyman House (The Vale), 1793, Wal- 
tham, Massachusetts. 


In January, at a hearing of the Ways 
and Means Committee considering for- 
mer Governor Herter’s recommendation 





that the legislature provide a home for 
the chief executive of the Common- 
wealth, which he made in a special mes- 
sage just before leaving office, the So- 
ciety offered to make a gift of the Lyman 
House for this purpose. We proposed that 
the deed of gift be drawn with only such 
restrictions as would protect the remain- 
ing architectural integrity of the house 
and its continued use as a governor's 
mansion in a historical setting of twenty- 
five acres. The Society expected to re- 
tain a strip of some five acres, so com- 
posed as to provide for our preservation 
of the McIntire Stable, the eighteenth- 
and early nineteenth-century green- 
houses and gardener’s cottage, and to co- 
operate in so far as possible in the main- 
tenance of such other important features 
of the gardens and grounds as the pleach 
wall and original summer houses. The 
suggestion of the gift was first made to 
our Trustees by Mr. George P. Davis, 
and after their deliberation and the con- 
currence of four of the donors of the 
property, the plan of it was introduced 
at the hearing by State Senator William 
E. Hays. It is thought that our offer and 
those made by other organizations and in- 
dividuals will be considered, together 
with a number of different suggestions, 
by a joint legislative commission ap- 
pointed to recommend the best solution 
to the executive mansion problem. In the 
meantime, the Society’s maintenance of 
The Vale continues with every form of 
help we can obtain. We have, for ex- 
ample, accepted the aid in the preserva- 
tion of the Stable provided through the 
use of part of it by a sympathetic, respon- 
sible and progressive firm, Hubbard & 
Dowd, Inc., for the manufacture and re- 
pair of harpsichords and similar early in- 
struments. This necessitated, naturally, 
suitable limited zoning variance and care- 
ful adaptation of interior space with pro- 
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vision for re-establishment, using origi- 
nal material, of one or two features tem- 
porarily eliminated. We are seeking just 
compensation for the killing of eleven 
good trees bordering Lyman Street by 
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with other community assets in the large 
painting decorating one wall of the main 
banking room in the new building of the 
Watertown Federal Savings and Loan 
Association. 





COLTON HOUSE, LONGMEADOW, MASSACHUSETTS 


a leaking gas main. Again the sale of 
grapes and camellias brought some help 
in the preservation of the 1804 green- 
houses. Last season was featured by the 
exhibition of a selection from the So- 
clety’s collection of historic wallpapers, 
but since these loan exhibits do not seem 
to stimulate visitation, we are hoping that 
several special events held in the house by 
several organizations and individuals this 
coming season may do so, as well as fur- 
nish some ever needed financial assist- 
ance, 


Abraham Browne House, ca. 
Watertown, Massachusetts. 


1698, 


It is gratifying to see this house included 





Eleazer Arnold House, ca. 1687, Lin- 
coln, Rhode Island. 


Largely on the initiative and during 
the Regency of Mrs. Gertrude $. Dar- 
ling, the Rhode Island Independence 
Chapter, Daughters of the American 
Revolution, had a fine natural boulder 
placed on a corner of the grounds near 
the highway, bearing on its surface a 
bronze plaque clearly identifying the 
house and dating its building. This ap- 
propriate memorial was dedicated during 
Constitution Week last year, with John 
Hutchins Cady tracing the history of the 
house and the Arnold family, and Chapin 
Trafford Arnold, a direct descendant of 
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Eleazer, among those gathered for the 
occasion. 


Mawdsley - Gardner - Watson - Pitman 
House, ca. 1700, Newport, Rhode Is- 
land. 


As the year covered by this report 
ended, the Society found the generous 
co- operation of Richard A. Caldwell in 
connection with the two large rooms on 
the first foor which had been vacant for 
many months. 


Swain-Harrison House, ca. 1680, Bran- 
ford, Connecticut. 


The Society had the lean-to roof of 
this house reshingled, while the custo- 
dians carefully painted all the outside 
trim and windows. 


Administration. 


It would be difficult to total the num- 
ber of hours in the past twelve months 
that the Assistant Director and I have 
spent on the telephone, through corre- 
spondence or in personal conferences, the 
latter frequently requiring trips to com- 
munities located all over Massachusetts 
and in Maine, New Hampshire and Con- 
necticut, advising individuals and organ- 
izations on their historic preservation 
problems. We have also tried to bring the 
help of the Society’s experience, and 
knowledge of its properties and purposes, 
to many persons at meetings of organiza- 
tions having direct connection with, or 
considerable interest in our field. We di- 
vided the Society’s day’s program for the 
Radcliffe-Harvard Institute on Histori- 

cal and Archival Management by my 
speaking to the students at the Otis House 
in the morning and Mr. Cummings 
leading them through the Rebecca Nurse 
and Samuel Fowler houses that after- 
noon. Mr. Cummings served on the fac- 


ulty of ‘the 


Williamsburg 
Forum and was a speaker in the Michi- 
gan Antiques Series at the Henry Ford 
Museum. Our Treasurer has also spoken 
for the Society during the past year—on 
American furniture in the Otis House to 
a class in cabinetmaking from the North 


Antiques 


Bennett Street Industrial School, and as 
a member of a panel on “Financing the 
Historical Society,”’ at the sixteenth An- 
nual Meeting of the American Associa- 
tion for State and Local History. 

On a Sunday last July, my wife and I 
invited all the Society’s custodians and 
headquarters staff to a picnic at “Cogs- 
well’s Grant,” our eighteenth-century 
tidewater farm in Essex, Massachusetts. 
To this first gathering of the people who 
mean so much to the success of the So- 
ciety and its relations with the public, 
thirty-two were able to come from five of 
the New England states and representing 
fourteen different houses. 

Our Society, as a Charter Member, 
was represented by me at the tenth An- 
nual Meeting of the National Trust 
for Historic Preservation, and I served 
on the faculty for the second offering 
of “‘Historic-House Keeping: A Short 
Course,” sponsored by the Trust and the 
New York State Historical Association. 
Several times during the year my help 
was sought in selecting old houses in New 
England to be listed in different forth- 
coming publications. In late January, as 
chairman of the committee in charge for 
the League, I began the planning that re- 
sulted in the first Workshop Weekend 
co-sponsored by the Bay State Historical 
League and Old Sturbridge Village, with 
the general sessions and discussion groups, 
one of which I led, centering on what 
local historical societies 
ers and schools. 

Learning with regret that John Gard- 


can do for teach- 
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ner Greene had found it necessary, be- 
of his health and seasonal ab- 
scences from Boston, to resign from the 
Beacon Hill Architectural Commission, 
our Trustees forwarded two new nomi- 
nations of members as provided by law. 
From these the Mayor of Boston ap- 
pointed Andrew H. Hepburn to repre- 
sent the Society on this Commission 


cause 


which protects the architectural integrity 
of such a picturesque and historically im- 
portant area, 

In response to many individual re- 
quests, the Society joined with the Con- 
necticut Historical Society and the Anti- 
quarian & Landmarks Society of Connec- 
ticut, in sponsoring a Seminar on “Res- 
toration of Old Houses.”’ Six two-hour 
sessions developing both the philosophy 
and the practice of restoration, with em- 
phasis on the practicalities of living in old 
houses today, were held in the new audi- 
torium of the Historical Society in Hart- 
ford, and a seventh consisted of a tour of 
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old houses nearby. Our Assistant Director 
besides doing much of the planning of the 
program, gave a survey of architectural 
styles in both hours of the first session; 
my wife and I divided the third, and our 
Supervisor of Properties, Roy W. Baker, 
filled the second hour of the fourth. 

One staff change should be noted now. 
After years of faithful service, Miss 
Crandall has resigned, effective June 14, 
1957, and her place as Membership Sec- 
retary will be filled by Miss Esther M. 
Dorward. While there is no new way of 
expressing the Society’s real gratitude for 
the personal interest and co-operative ef- 
fort of its custodians, its voluntary house 
and special committee members, its re- 
gional representatives and special agents 
in several of the larger properties, and 
every member of its staff, I cannot end 
this report without pointing out anew 
what a tremendous help they all are and 
the lift they give to the accomplishment 
of the Society’s worthwhile work. 





The Booth Family of Newtown and 
Southbury, Connecticut 


By ErHert Hatt BJERKOE 


INCE there has never been any 
published data on the three cabinet- 


makers with the name Booth, it is 
important to register them in their proper 
places within the Booth family, one of 
the prominent families of Connecticut, 
particularly in early Stratford. 

Richard Booth was one of the early 
settlers of Stratford. His grandson, 
Ebenezer, born there March 11, 1685, 
migrated to Newtown, where he died 
Feb. 11, 1726/27. His son, also named 
Ebenezer, was born at Newtown, April 
1, 1718; married Rachel Sanford, New- 
town, Dec. 5, 1739; and died Jan. 7, 
1803. It is not known whether he was a 
cabinetmaker but two of his sons—his 
third child, Ebenezer, and fourth, Elijah 
—were both cabinetmakers, as was his 
grandson (Ebenezer’s son) Joel. (D. L. 
Jacobus, Genealogy of the Booth Family, 
published by Eden C. Booth, Pleasant 
Hill, Mo., 1952; Vital Statistics, Con- 
necticut State Library, Hartford. ) 


BOOTH, Ebenezer, Newtown, Conn. 


Ebenezer was born at Newtown, Aug. 
16, 1743. He married Olive Sanford of 
Woodbury (daughter of Jonathan and 
Phebe [ Platt] Sanford), Nov. 20, 1766. 
As yet no piece of furniture has been 
directly attributed to him but it is reason- 

able to believe that furniture made by 


From: THE CABINETMAKERS OF AMERICA: 
their Lives and Works, by Ethel Hall Bjerkoe, 
with a Foreword by Russell H. Kettell. Copy- 
right © 1957 by Doubleday and Company, 
Inc., 252 pp., 32 pp. photographs, 59 draw- 
ings, glossary and bibliography. 


him would have many features in com- 
mon with that made by Elijah and by 
Joel. It is not known with whom they 
learned their trade. It would seem prob- 
able that Ebenezer and his brother Elijah 
were apprenticed to the same cabinet- 
maker and that Joel learned his trade 
from his father. Ebenezer died in 1790. 
His will, dated March 14, 1789, and 
proved July 5, 1790, left his son Joel 
“two-thirds of the property and the 
Joiner’s Shop.” In addition, “I give & be- 
queath to my son Joel Booth forty shil- 
lings to be paid out of my Joyner tools in 
consideration of his being my eldest son.” 
The inventory of Ebenezer’s estate 
showed considerable lumber and furni- 
ture in the shop; among other things it 
listed : 
202 chair parts 154 Do round 
1 Stole, 1 Desk & Drawers 
1 Chest and Draws 
one round fall table 
one large Do 
8 plain Chairs 
6 round top chairs 
5 fiddle backs 
1 plain Chest 
150 feet Chery bords, 400 feet of oak bord 
800 feet Whitewood Do, 340 feet pine 


350 feet Maple, 464 feet white pine 
100% of Birch do 


The inventory also contained a great 
many tools—chisels, gouges, planes, “one 
set of patterns,” chest locks, etc. 


BOOTH, Elijah, Southbury, Conn. 


Elijah was born at Newtown, Oct. 26, 
1745. On Oct. 14, 1772, he married 
Anna Hinman, daughter of Deacon 
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Noah Hinman of Southbury (part of 
Woodbury at that time) and they were 
the parents of eight children. Anna died 
April 15, 1804, and Elijah married 
Anna Deming, Oct. 23, 1805. 

Elijah was in Southbury as early as 
1770, when he bought property from 
Noah Dudley in the parish of Roxbury. 
Over the years Booth did a great deal of 
buying and deeded the same property 
over and over again, the deed given as 
security for a loan, upon payment of 
which the deed was invalidated. 

In 1771 he bought a plot of ground 
from Edward Hinman (Woodbury Land 
Records, Vol. 18, p. 75), and that was the 
land upon which were his dwelling house 
and cabinetmaking shop. ‘The deed reads 
in part: “In Consideration of One Hun- 
dred and twenty-three Pound, Twelve 
Shillings, Lawfull money in hand Recd. 
of Elijah Booth of Woodbury . . . one 
Certain Tract of Land lying in said 
Woodbury, in the Parish of Southbury, 
being one half acre at the North west 
corner of the said Edward Hinman 
Home Lot, and described as follows: Be- 
ginning at the northwest corner where 
the two highways or streets meet, thence 
East by highway 10 rods to a heap of 
stone, then South 8 rods to a heap of 
stone, westward 10 rods to a heap of 
stones by the street, North by the street 
8 rods to first mentioned bounds. Con- 
tains one-half acre more or less with a 
dwellinghouse standing thereon and a 
well dug thereon.” Elijah died Sept. 24, 
1823, at the age of seventy-eight, and it 
is apparent that he was not well enough 
to carry on his cabinetmaking work for 
some years prior to his death. On March 
15, 1806, he sold to Eli Hall (Wood- 
bury Land Records, Vol. 4, p. 193) for 
160 pounds “Lawfull money... A cer- 
tain piece of land lying in Southbury con- 





taining about half an acre of Land with 
a Dwelling House, a Joimer’s Shop |au- 
thor’s italics] and a Barn thereon.” This 
was the property he had bought from Ed- 
ward Hinman in 1771, where he and his 
family had lived and where he had car- 
ried on his work, but between the time 
of its purchase in 1771 and its sale in 
1806 a joiner’s shop had been added and 
the value had gone up from 123 pounds 
to 160 pounds. It is possible that any 
joiner’s tools owned by Elijah were in- 
cluded in the sale because the inventory 
of his estate, Oct. 20, 1823, revealed 
few possessions and no tools. There 
were several pieces of furniture: 1 cherry 
stand, 1 chest with drawers, 1 chest, I 
candlestand, 1 bedstead, 4 chairs, a 
“Winsor” chair, 1 case “Draws,” 8 
kitchen chairs. All of this was left to his 
second wife. However, shortly before his 
death there had been deeds conveying 
several pieces of property to various 
members of the family, and since at the 
time of the signing of his will he was ap- 
parently unable to write his name, it is 
evident that he was very ill and had been 
trying to get his affairs in order. 

Many pieces of furniture owned by 
families living in and near Southbury are 
attributed to Elijah Booth’s cabinetmak- 
ing shop by very definite tradition. His 
memory is kept alive in the minds of 
many still living in Southbury. They say 
he employed several apprentices, that he 
bought tracts of timber, which he cut 
down and used for his furniture, much 
of which is made of native cherry wood. 
Pieces attributed to him indicate that he 
was a well-trained cabinetmaker, work- 
ing in a style some years earlier than that 
in vogue elsewhere, but this was often 
true in the case of workmen at a distance 
from the larger cities. 

Elijah made tables, highboys, lowboys, 
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secretaries, desks, chairs, and chests-on- 
chest, all in the Chippendale style. Almost 
as good as a signature is the beading 
along the edge of cabriole legs, high or 
low. Unlike the beading used by the 
Rhode Island men, which ends in a curl, 
that used by Booth ends in a simple dart. 
With his short cabriole leg he used a 
claw-and-ball foot, the claw firmly grasp- 
ing the ball; or his version of a Spanish 
foot. On highboys, the front legs gener- 
ally have claw-and-ball feet; the rear 
legs, pad feet. Again all four legs may 
have pad feet. Fluting and stop-fluting 
are found at corners topped by a well 
carved rosette. Finials are of the cone 
variety. His carved shell is individualistic. 

In July 1935 Antiques advertised and 
illustrated a cherry secretary from the 
collection of the late Dr. J. Milton Co- 
burn, who at one period of his life lived 
in Danbury. Its present whereabouts 1s 
unknown. This piece was attributed to 
E. Booth of Woodbury and was given a 
date of 1760, which, of course, was 
much too early. The secretary had a 
brass eagle centered in the pediment, star 
inlay on the paneled doors, a deeply 
carved shell on the middle drawer identi- 
cal to those on pieces now in Southbury, 
and the characteristic Spanish feet on 
short cabriole legs. While this was at the 
time attributed to E. Booth of Wood- 
bury, it could possibly have been made by 
Ebenezer. Further study of the history 
of this piece is required. 

In the Three Centuries of Connecti- 
cut Furniture exhibition at the Morgan 
Memorial, Hartford, 1935, was a ma- 
hogany highboy with scroll top, carved 
rosettes, cone finials, fluted columns with 
square rosettes above, square drawer in 
upper and lower sections with shell, cab- 
riole legs with pad feet, the character- 
istic beading along the upper legs, and an 
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interesting snakeskin carving on the leg 
top (see frontispiece). This was attrib- 
uted to an unknown cabinetmaker of 
Woodbury, Conn. This highboy has an 
interesting history. It was purchased by 
the late Samuel A. Griswold of Bran- 
ford from an undertaker in Woodbur 
by the name of Swan, some fifty years 
ago for $65. Swan had gotten it from 
the Stiles Russell family for less than 
that. Like so many pieces attributed to 
Booth, this had been made for a mem- 
ber of the Stiles family, Stiles Russell’s 
mother having been a Stiles and this piece 
evidently a wedding present. The high- 
boy was willed to the Society for the Pres- 
ervation of New England Antiquities by 
Mr. Griswold and is now in the Lt. Pratt 
House in Essex, Conn. 

Still told in Southbury is the following 
tale about Elijah. His several young ap- 
prentices were obliged to work in the 
shop until sundown, when it was the 
chore of one of the lads to go to the 
back lot and bring in the cows. Like all 
normal boys, the apprentices resented this 
extra duty, so one night they all ran off 
and it was necessary for Elijah to search 
out the cows himself. Shortly 
ing home Elijah returned, 
breathless and without the 


after leav- 
somewhat 
His 
wife could see he was flustered, perhaps 
aided by a‘long draught of homemade 
apple brandy. 

‘Anna, do bull frogs talk:”’ asked Eli- 
jah. “You know bull frogs don’t talk,” 
said Anna. “Well,” replied Elijah, “I 
was down to the back lot by the pond and 
I heard a bull frog say, ‘ ’lijah Booth, 
lijah Booth, ‘lijah Booth.’” “And 
then,” added Elijah, still breathless, “‘a 
little peeper said, ‘Damn him, damn him, 
damn him!’ ”’ After pausing a moment, 
Elijah added, “When bull frogs and 
peepers begin to talk, it’s time for an 
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honest man to stay at home!” It leaked 
out later that the mischievous appren- 
tices hidden near the footbridge had been 
highly successful in getting even with 
their master. 

(Mr. and Mrs. Clarence G. Stiles of 
Southbury have kindly provided much 
of the information concerning Elijah 
Booth. ) 


BOOTH, Joel, Newtown, Conn. 


Joel, the eldest son of Ebenezer, and 
nephew of Elijah, was born in New- 
town, June 17, 1769, when his father 
was twenty-six and his uncle twenty- 
four. One year after Joel’s birth, Elijah 
was in Woodbury. Thus it would seem 
probable that Joel learned his trade with 
his father. Joel was only twenty-one 
when his father died and he lived but 
four years longer. In those days, how- 
ever, lads of fourteen began to learn 
their trade, and at his death in 1794 an 
inventory of his estate showed an enor- 
mous stock of material, finished and un- 
finished furniture, and joiner’s tools. 
Evidently his death was very sudden for 
he had borrowed money from many peo- 
ple. It was apparently invested in his 
business, for when the estate was inven- 
toried, large as it was, it had to be sold 
to pay an indebtedness amounting to 
£466:3:92, a very large sum. Much of 
it was due members of his family and 
those of his wife’s, but some of it was 
probably owing for supplies. Administra- 
tion of his estate was granted Nov. 6, 
1794, and among other things the inven- 
tory included: 
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Joiner’s Shop including Benches, 
Laythes 
Work in Shop Part Done 
One finished case of Drawers at 180 
One Cest of Drawers & 20 two 
Bed chests 12 
One half of a Case of Drawers at 12 
One Cherry Desk begun 7 


35/0/0 


One Table Frame at 3/6 
One Clock Case part done 8 
One Mahogany frame for a desk 

at 12 
One three Square Candle Stand at 2/6 
One fall stand at 12/ 
One Mahogany Card Table 30 
One Spinnet at 12 

pillars and Loge for stand 1/6 
One trundle bedstead 6 
Six plain Chairs red 3/ 
Two black chares at 4/ 


A great deal of furniture was listed 
in the house, including dining chairs, 
“Winsor” chairs, a huge red chest, 
“Leather back and Botom Chare,” a 
case of drawers, a double leaf square 
table, “One Desk case of Drawers at 
100/”’ etc. 

Stock in the shop included: “Four 
Hundred and Forty-three feet of Ma- 
hogany Boards, ‘Thirteen Hundred 
Cherry, Seventy-five of Whitewood, 
Two Hundred of Pine, Nine Hundred 
Feet of Cherry Boards.” 

His joiner’s tools were in large num- 
bers and of every kind: “Twenty-five 
molding tools, TThree Rabit plains, four 
smoothing Do, two Jack Do, three 
Jointers, One plough, two Coars Saws, 
three Brass Back Do, one Steel back do, 
Four Compass Do, Five gouges, Chiz- 
zels, Turning Chizzels,” etc. 








Report of the Treasurer 


Mr. Guy W. Wacker, Jr. 


For the Year Ending December 31, 1956 


HE Society had an operating 
profit for the year 1956 of 
$2,841.74 as against $6,087.36 
for the year 1955. Receipts were up 
slightly, but an increased staff and some 
increase in salaries accounted for most 
of the loss in net. Endowment and Special 
Funds increased $410,846.34 during the 


year, by far the largest yearly increase in © 


the life of the Society. However, $345,- 
000 of this amount is restricted for the 
use of two properties, and, although the 
income can be spent to good advantage 
for the purposes intended, it does not 


help to solve our difficulties in maintain- 
ing and preserving some twenty or more 
properties that have little or no endow- 
ment. Of great satisfaction to the Society 
was the very generous response by our 
members to the annual appeal which ex- 
ceeded our goal by more than a thousand 
dollars. ‘These are the funds that allow 
us to take care of emergency mainte- 
nance and repair on underendowed prop- 
erties, and, although these are poor in 
funds, most of them are rich in architec- 
tural values and historic interest. 


AUDITORS’ CERTIFICATE 


To the Board of Trustees, 


Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities, 


Boston, Massachusetts. 


Dear Sirs: 

We have made an examination of the 
books of the Society for the Preservation 
of New England Antiquities for the year 
ended December 31, 1956 and submit 
as our report the financial statements 
listed in the foregoing index together 
with the following comments: 


SCOPE OF EXAMINATION 


All recorded cash receipts were traced 
to bank statements as deposits, and paid 
checks, vouchers or other satisfactory evi- 
dence of payment were inspected in sup- 
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port of recorded expenditures. Cash bal- 
ances at the close of the year were recon- 
ciled with the balances confirmed to us 
by the depositaries, saving accounts by 
inspection of pass books or certificates and 
by direct confirmation, and securities by 
inspection. Income from _ investments 
was verified by reference to bond coupon 
rates and published dividend records. We 
did not verify the terms and restrictions 
of the various endowment and special 
funds. 
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Report of the Treasurer 


CHANGES IN ENDOWMENT AND SPECIAL FUNDS 


Changes in funds during the year 1956 are summarized as follows: 


12/31/56 12/31/55 Increase 

Endowment Funds—lIncome for: 

Real Estate Maintenance $1,165,818.32 $ 786,697.75 $379,120.57 

General Purposes 297,640.13 285,551.72 12,088.41 
Fire Insurance Fund 12,340.90 8,347.70 3:993.20 
Temporary Funds—Principal for: 

Other Designated Purposes 26,843.46 25,282.93 1,560.53 
Revolving Loan Fund 55503-95 2,845.16 2,658.79 
Segregated Funds 218,835.91 207,411.07 11,424.84 





$1,726,982.67 $1,316,136.33 $410,846.34 








Following is a summary analysis of the net increase of $410,846.34 in the prin- 
cipal of funds: 


Endowment Funds—Income for Real Estate Maintenance 
New Funds: 





Barrett-Barr Houses Fund $300,000.00 
Casey Farm Fund 44,914.43 
Jacobs Farmhouse Fund 100.00 
Lyman House Fund 115.00 
Pratt House Fund 1,268.39 
Funds transferred from Operating Accounts of Houses: 
Clemence-Irons House 1,500.00 
Tristram Coffin House 2,500.00 
Colton House 1,000.00 
Cooper-Frost-Austin House 2,500.00 
Crocker Tavern 500.00 
Swain-Harrison House 1,000.00 
Colonel John Thacher & Winslow Crocker House 5,000.00 
360,397.82 
Gain on Sales of Securities 18,722.75 $379,120.57 





Endowment Funds—Income for General Purposes 
New Funds: 











General Endowment Fund $5,001.00 
Life Membership Fund 600.00 
5,601.00 

Gain on Sales of Securities 6,487.41 12,088.41 

Fire Insurance Fund 

New Funds 4,000.00 
Income added to Principal } 450.36 
Gain on Sales of Securities 208.50 
4,658.86 

Fire Insurance Premiums (net) 665.66 33993-20 





Temporary Funds—Principal for Other Designated Purposes 
New Funds: 


Publication Endowment Fund $ 272.75 
Waring Stencil Fund 10.30 
Income added to Principal 966.60 
Gain on Sales of Securities 447.50 





1,697.15 


14 


Funds Expended: 
} 
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Frances Anne Atkinson 


Appleton Fund 


Publication Endowment Fund 


Revolving Loan Fund 
Repayment of Loans 


Income added to Principal 
Gain on Sales of Securities 


Segregated Funds 


Elizabeth R. Vaughan Trust: 
Gain on Sales of Securities 


The principal of the Elizabeth R. 
Vaughan Trust, amounting to $205,- 
692.96, is held by the Second Bank— 
State Street Trust Company, who un- 
der the provisions of the will were to be 
the sole trustees of the fund. The prin- 
cipal and income were bequeathed for 
the benefit of the Hamilton House. The 


Second Bank—State Street Trust Com- 


$ 18.00 
1t8.62 136.62 
2,500.00 
108.54 
$0.2 





REAL EsraTeE AND MortrGacGeE LIENs 





1,560.5 


11,424.84 


$410,846.34 


pany, trustee, confirmed to us at the 
close of the year that they were holding 
‘securities of a book value of $204,990.21 
(market value $253,088) and unin- 
vested cash of $702.75. Income received 
by the Society during the year and cred- 
ited to the operating account of the Ham- 
ilton House amounted to $8,598.07. 


The book value of Real Estate and Mortgage Liens thereon at December 31, 
1956 compares with December 31, 1955 as follows: 


Balance—December 31, 1955 $1,075,944.60 
Repairs Capitalized: 
Conant House 3,822.38 
Mortgayes: 
Casey Farm ¥ = 000.00 
eduction of Mortgage Liens 2,000.00 
Reduct f Mortgage L 3 
Balance—December 31, 1956 $1,077,766.98 


* In red. 


> 


Equity im 
Real Estate 


Mortgage reductions were as follows: 


Mortgage Unsecured 
Liens Notes 
$66,600.00 $1,000.00 

§,000.00 
* 3,000.00 
$68,600.00 $1,000.00 


Hooper-Parker House 

Lincoln House 

Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson- 
Pitman House 

Josiah Smith Tavern- 
Jones House 

Pratt House 





Book Value of 


Real Estate 


$1,143,544.-6% 


$22.38 


$1,147,366.98 


$ 700.00 


400.00 
§00.00 


1,000.00 


400.00 
$3,000.00 
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Fire INsuURANCE FUND 


Following is an analysis of the Fire Insurance Fund, as authorized by the Novem- 
ber 18, 1953 vote of the Board of ‘Trustees, for the year 1956: 


Balance—December 31, 1955 
February 27, 1956 as of January 1, 1956 
Annual Deposit 


April 20, 1956 Premium paid on insurance 
coverage authorized 

May 24, 1956 Dividend received on 1955 
insurance coverage 


December 31, 1956 
Income added to principal 
Gain on Sales of Securities 


Balance—December 31, 1956 


The comprehensive fire insurance 
policies were inspected during the course 
of our examination and compared with 
the authorized coverage. We _ hereby 
certify that the conditions of this vote 
have been complied with. 


BALANCES IN OPERATING ACCOUNTS 
oF HousEs 


Certain houses owned by the Society 
are, by reason of endowment income and 
other sources of receipts, self-sustaining. 
The annual net income of such houses is 
accumulated for the account of these 
properties and is not considered available 
to meet the deficits of other houses. How- 
ever, certain funds, set up by vote of the 
Board of Trustees or not restricted by the 
grantors, are available at the discretion 
of the Board to meet such deficits. Such 
funds were used this year (in that man- 
ner) and are shown in Schedule 6 under 
the caption ““Transfers.”” Other houses, 
while operating at a deficit currently, 
have credit balances accumulated in prior 
years against which such deficits are 
charged. 


$ 8,347.70 


4,000.00 





12,347.70 
$690.76 


25.10 665.66 
11,682.04 


450.36 
208.50 





$12,340.90 








The credit balances in the operating 
accounts of the various houses amounted 
to $78,221.93 at December 31, 1956, 
a decrease of $14,795.16 during the 
year. Disbursements were in excess of 
receipts by $17,232.98 and this figure 
was decreased by the charging of $2,- 
437.82 representing the operating costs 
of the Otis House against current operat- 
ing income. 


OPERATING RESULTS FOR THE YEAR 

A net profit for the year of $3,841.74 
was realized by the Society as compared 
with a profit of $6,087.36 in the previous 
year, a decrease of $2,245.62. This de- 
crease is due primarily to an increase in 
salaries of $3,900.00 minus an increase 
in income from invested funds of $1,500. 


Yours respectfully, 


BoyDEN, YARDLEY, McManus 


& GUAY 


Certified Public Accountants 


EXHIBIT A 
BALANCE SHEET 
December 31, 1956 


ASSETS 

Assets of Pooled Funds: 

Cash Uninvested 

Savings Bank Deposits 

Mortgages 

Bonds (market value $807,206) 

Stocks (market value $579,720) 
Assets of Segregated Funds: 

Cash Uninvested 

Stocks (market value $46,157) 

Elizabeth R. Vaughan Trust (market value $253,088) 
Real Estate—at cost or appraisal value at time 

of acquisition, plus expenditures for restoration 
Assets of General Fund: 

Cash 

Securities of “Beauport” Operating Fund 

(market value $14,601 ) 

Securities of General Fund 

Interest and Dividends Receivable 


LIABILITIES 
Pooled Funds: 

Endowment Funds—Income for: 

Real Estate Maintenance 

General Purposes 
Fire Insurance Fund 
Temporary Funds—for: 

Other Designated Purposes 


Revolving Loan Fund $8,509.21 
Less—Loans to Houses 3,005.26 
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$ 19,204.18 
165,537-48 
68,600.00 


$44,217.11 
410,587.99 





675.2 


oo WN 


13,170.4 
204,990.21 





34,101.49 


14,952.19 
§2,414.61 
§60.00 


$1,508,146.76 


218,835.91 


15147,366.98 


102,028.29 





$2,976,377-94 











Segregated Funds: 
Mary Thacher Fund 
Hamilton House Fund 


Capital Invested in Real Estate: 
Mortgage Notes Payable—Pooled Funds 
Notes Payable 
Equity of Society 

General Fund: 
Balance in Operating Accounts of Houses 
Museum Purchases and Sales Fund 
Librarian’s Fund 
Payroll Taxes Payable 


Surplus 


$1,165,818. 
297,640. 


12,340.90 


~— Ww 


we te 


26,843.46 
5953-95 


£35142-95 
205,692.96 


68,600.00 
1,000.00 


1,077,766.98 





78,221.93 
6,298.94 
1,816.49 

349.54 

14,841.39 


$1,508,146.76 


218,835.91 


1,147,366.98 


102,028.29 








$2,976,377-94 
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EXHIBIT B 
GENERAL INCOME AND EXPENSE 


Year ended December 31, 1956 


INCOME: 
Income from Invested Funds 
Miscellaneous Unrestricted Gifts 
Dues—Active Members 
Associate Members 


$2,712.00 


25,942.63 





Management, Overhead and Accounting 
76 charged to house operations 
Museum Admissions 


$15,115.35 
210.00 


5,654.63 


10,000.00 
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1,186.70 














121.05 
: Sales of Publications and Photographs 9.17 
3 Miscellaneous Income 76.50 
g: Ff EXPENSES: 
3 Salaries 15,878.28 
98 “Old Time New England” 2,687.55 
Telephone 605.09 
Postage 390.14 
; Office Supplies and Expense 314.95 
t Annual Meeting 195.00 
: Museum Expense 532-74 
29 Automobile Expense 191.82 
aul General Administrative Expense 221.64 
“94 General Real Estate Expense 1,200.00 
Payroll Taxes 439-93 
Accounting 2,250.00 
24,907-14 
Unabsorbed Otis House Expense 2,437.82 
Net profit for the year 
EXHIBIT C 
ANALYSIS OF SURPLUS 
76 
7 Balance—December 31, 1955 
Net Profit for the year—as above $3,841.74 
Payment on Indian Hill Note 100.00 
9! | 
i Balance—December 31, 1956 
EXHIBIT D 
».98 : 
REAL EstaTE RECEIPTs AND DIsBURSEMENTS 
Year ended December 31, 1956 
RECEIPTS: 
Income from Invested Funds $51,851.23 
8.29 Premiums $17,388.12 
7.94 Rents 2,880.00 20,268.12 








$10,899.65 


35941.74 





$14,841.39 
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Admissions 3,960.29 
Gifts and Legacies 23,995-54 








Mortgages from Pooled Funds—Casey Farm 5,000.00 
Sales of Miscellaneous Articles 6,636.96 
Appeals 9,661.29 
Less—Amounts expended on specific work 559 34-46 3,726.83 $115,438.9° 
DISBURSEMENTS: 

Taxes 4,192.65 
Mortgage Interest 3,260.00 
Mortgage Principal 3,000.00 
Management Fee charged by General Fund 10,000.00 
Repayment of Loans to Revolving Loan Fund 2,500.00 





Transfers to principal of Endowment Funds 
Income for Real Estate Mainteance: 














Clemence-Irons House 1,500.00 

Tristram Cothn House 2,500.00 

Colton House : 1,000.00 

Cooper-Frost-Austin House 2,500.00 

Crocker Tavern 500.00 

Swain-Harrison House 1,000.00 

Thacher-Winslow Crocker Houses 5,000.00 14,000.00 ° 
Insurance $5378.40 ; 
Fuel 39554-19 3 
Water 861.54 3 
Gas and Electricity 1,241.16 i 
Repairs 595347-48 * 
Maintenance 13,158.28 te 
Miscellaneous 12,178.25 132,671.95 

Excess of Disbursements over Receipts * $ 17,232.98 

* In red. 

















RECONCILIATION OF OPERATING FUND BALANCE : 
; 
Aggregate of Credit Balances—December 31, 1955 $93,017.09 
Excess of Disbursements over Receipts $17,232.98 
Less—Loss on operation of Otis House charged against 
income 25,437.82 14,795.16 
Aggregate of Credit Balances—December 31, 1956 $78,221.93 
SCHEDULE 1 
INVESTMENTs OF POOLED FuUNDs 
December 31, 1956 
; SAVINGS BANK ACCOUNTS Account ¢ Value ‘ Income 
No. Book Market Received 
Boston Five Cents Savings Bank 959524 ? 10,500.00 $ 10,500.00 BS 3z1 5.00 
First Federal Savings & Loan Association 1670 10,000.00 10,000.00 387.50 
Franklin Savings Bank 234976 10,000.00 10,000.00 300.00 
Home Savings Bank 365720 11,000.00 11,000.00 330.00 
Home savings Bank 432483 25,376.31 2,376.31 69.71 
Institution for Savings—Newburyport 87818 6,554.52 6,554-§2 192.29 
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Investors Savings & Loan Association 

Lawn Savings & Loan Association 

Massachusetts Savings Bank 

Monroe Building & Loan Association 

Oxnard Savings & Loan Association 

Provident Institution for Savings 

Provident Institution for Savings 

Provident Institution for Savings— 
Amesbury 

Provident Institution for Savings 
Amesbury 

Prudential Savings & Loan Association 

Republic Savings & Loan Association 

Salem Five Cents Savings Bank 

Standard Federal Savings & Loan 
Association 

Sterling Savings & Loan Association 

Suffolk Savings Bank 

Suffolk Savings Bank 

Surety Building & Loan Association 

Warren Institution for Savings 





MORTGAGES 


Barrett-Barr Houses 

Casey Farm 

Conant House 

Samuel Fowler House 
Hooper-Parker House 

Josiah Smith Tavern—Jones House 
Lincoln House 


Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman House 


Pratt House 


BONDS 

Aluminium Co. of Canada 378/70 
American Tel. & Tel. Co. Deb. 396/73 
Atlanta Gas Light Co. 4/81 
Balt:more & Ohio R. R. 44/95 
C. 1. T. Financial Corp. Deb. 38/70 
Celanese Corp. of America Deb. 32/76 
Chicago Northwestern R. R. 458/66 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Chicago 

& St. Louis Rwy. 4/91 
Columbia Gas System E Deb. 38/80 
Consolidated Edison Co. of 

Ps Ue En 33g /86 
Cortland Equipment Co. 414/69 
Dallas Power & Light ist Mtg. 414/86 
Florida Power Corporation 3 48/86 
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28306 


50063 


1828 
47 


14673 


26532 


6165 
416786 
506941 


128162 


Interest 


Rate 


si I AT 


oT ee, 
ty 


A) 


Par Value 


$10,000 
25,000 
10,000 
15,000 
10,000 
LO,O0O 


15,000 


25,000 


LO,O000 


10,000 
10,000 
I 0,000 


1O,¢ oOo 


10,000.00 
10,000.00 
15274-57 
10,000.00 
10,000.00 
§00.00 


51.8 


we 
“1 


$5514.17 


7 34-66 
10,000.00 


10,000.00 


21 3-04 


10,000.00 
10,000.00 
518.36 
11,000.00 
§,000.00 


10,000.00 


10,000.00 


10,000.00 


1527457 


10,000.00 


10,000.00 


500.00 


351.85 


734-66 


10,000.00 
10,000.00 


213-04 


10,000.00 


10,000.00 


518.36 


11,000.00 


§,000.00 


10,000.00 








$165,537.48 


$165,537-48 








$20,000.00 
5,000.00 
4,200.00 
$00.00 
§,000.00 
13,000.00 
2,800.00 
9,000.00 


&,800.00 





$68,600.00 


> 
$20,000.00 


5,000.00 
4,200.00 
$00.00 


§,000.00 


13,000.00 


2,800.00 
g,000.00 


$.800.00 


$1,000.00 
oO 
210.00 
40.00 
285.00 
630.00 
160.00 
475-00 
460.00 





$68,600.00 








Book 
$ 10,427.80 
26,349.20 
10,158.70 
145,459.35 
9,857.50 
9,678.00 


15,000.00 


I7,191.25 
10,35 3-00 


~_- — 


LO,13 O 
10,187.50 


10,084.80 


10,097.70 





Market 


10,000 
22,750 
9,900 
12,000 
9,400 
S,500 


15,000 


16,000 


$,g900 


9,500 
9,900 
10,200 


10,000 





$3,260.00 


Income 
Received 


$ 2726.81 


631.11 
161.06 
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Fruehauf Trailer Co. 4/76 
General Acceptance Corp. 444/71 
Gen. Motors Acceptance Corp. 3/60 
Gen. Motors Acceptance Corp. 3/69 
Gen. Motors Acceptance Corp. 32/72 


Gen. Motors Acceptance Corp. 
Gen. Motors Acceptance Corp. . 
Household Finance Corp. 4/78 
Lake Shore & Mich. South 

Ry. Co. 32/97 
Lehigh Valley R. R. of N. Y. 


Ww Ww 
~~ 
~ oo 

“J 

AY 


(ext. ) 42/74 
Long Island Lighting ist Mtg. I 434/86 
Maine Central R. R. 5/78 
Michigan Bell Tel. Co. 452/91 


Milwaukee Gas & Light Co. 4'a/81 
Montreal Transportation Deb. 456/76 


New York Steam Corp. 3 /2/ 63 
Northern Pacific R. R. 4% 2047 
Pacific Tel. & Tel. Co. 438/88 
Pennsylvania Electric Co. 414/83 
Pennsylvania R. R. Gen. A 442/65 


Pittsburgh, Cincinnati, Chicago 
& St. Louis Rwy. Gen. Gtd. E 3 
Public Service Electric & Gas 458/86 
Public Service of N. H. 
Southern California Gas. Co. 
ist Mtg. B 3 
Southern Pacific R. R. 4 
Southern Pacific R. R. 442/81 
Texas Eastern Trans. Deb. 4 
Texas Pacific Rwy. 
Texas Power & Light Co. 
ist Mtg. 442/86 
Tidewater Associated Oil Co. 


Deb. + »/ 86 
U.S. Plywood Corp. 444/81 
U.S. Treasury 2 ¥2/64-69 
U.S. Treasury 214/67-72 
U.S. Treasury 244/80 
U.S. Savings “G” 6/1/59 
U.S. Savings “G” 7/1/59 
U.S. Savings “G” 10/1/60 
U.S. Savings “G” s/1/61 
U.S. Savings “G”’ 1/1/62 
*In red. 

STOCKS 


American Tel. & Tel. Co. 
American Tobacco Co. 
Boston Edison Co. 
Chesebrough-Ponds, Inc. 
Christiana Securities 


10,000 
15,000 
10,000 
25,000 
15,000 
10,000 
25,000 


10,000 


25,000 

§,000 
10,000 
10,000 
10,000 
20,000 
10,000 

5,000 
20,000 
10,000 
10,000 


20,000 


I 0,000 
10,000 


10,000 


1§,000 

§,000 
20,000 
10,000 


15,000 


10,000 


10,000 
I 5,000 
3,000 
10,000 
L10,000 
40,000 
60,000 
20,000 
10,000 


26,000 


Shares 
190 
120 
265 
200 


I 


10,078.60 
14,920.50 
10,000.00 
2$,093-75 
I 5,000.00 

9,825.00 
24,875.00 


10,000.00 
20,745.60 


3,800.00 
10,275.00 
10,328.60 
10,226.60 
20,392.60 

9,836.20 

$3300.00 
19,039.50 
10,25 3-00 
10,300.00 


20,780.60 


8,426.50 
10,125.70 


Ee. 
10,223.90 


15,332.85 

4,550.00 
19,622.00 
10,202.49 


155453-20 
1O,125.70 


10,000.00 
1§,200.00 

3,120.00 
10,200.00 
10,231.26 
40,000.00 
60,000.00 
20,000.00 
10,000.00 


26,000.00 


$8,400 


14,700 
9,600 
2,500 

13,650 
9,000 

25,000 


9,700 


18,000 


4,300 
10,200 
9,800 
10,200 
20,400 
9,700 
4,950 
18,400 
10,200 


9,800 


, 
20,000 


8,000 
LO,LOO 


9,500 


14,850 
4,750 
18,400 
9,400 
[4,100 


LO,LOO 


g,1oo 
15,150 
2,640 
8.700 
110,000 
39,040 
58,560 
19,340 
9,640 
24,956 


180.0: 
*$ 3.1 
300.0: 
7 50.0% 


§ 25.0% 


7 §.00 
250.00 
3,025.00 
1,000.00 
1,500.00 
$00.00 
250.00 


650.00 





$844,217.11 


29,569.19 
8,513.03 


13,779.60 
1§,9054-37 


2,999.44 


$807,206 
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we 
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$18,976.90 


$ 1,548.00 
600.00 
672.00 
$00.00 
485.00 
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Citizens & Southern National Bank 


Commonwealth Edison Co. 
Consolidated Cigar Corp. $5. Pfd. 
Consolidated Edison Co. of N. Y. 
Consolidated Natural Gas Co. 
Continental Can Co. 

Continental Illinois National Bank & 


Corn Products Refining Co. 
Detro:t Edison Co. 
Draper Corporation 
Eastman Kodak Co. 


First National Bank of Boston 
First National Bank of St. Louis 
First National City Bank of N. Y. 
First National Stores 

Florida Power Corporation 


Girard Trust Corn Exchange Bank 
International Harvester Co. 
International Nickel of Canada 
Ludlow M fo. & Sales Co. 
Montgomery Ward & Co. 
Oklahoma Natural Gas Co. 

J. C. Penney Co. 

Pennsylvania Power & Light Co. 
Pepperell M fr. Co. 

Public Service Co. of Indiana 

St. Croix Paper Co. 

Second Bank-State Street Trust Co. 
Southern California Edison Co. 
Southern Natural Gas Co. 
Standard Oil Co. of California 
Standard Oil Co. of N. J. 
Tennessee Gas Transmission Co. 
Texas Eastern Transmission Co. 
Toledo Edison Co. 

nion Bag-Camp Paper Corp. 
inion Pacific Rwy. 

‘nited Fruit Co. 

inited Shoe Machinery Co. 
Westinghouse Electric Corp. 

F. W. Woolworth Co. 


~—— —_ —— pm 
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Corn Products Refining Co. 





420 
400 
147 


_— 


539 
200 
140 
140 
207 
200 
[40 
662 
500 
203 
200 
825 
[40 


Shares or 
Par Value 
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6,235.00 


3»400.00 


105244-55 
15,065.61 


9,566.33 


5 =. 
Sd9/ / 1.9 


6,47 3-09 
2,370.00 
125294-44 
9,660.80 
45364.61 
1,904.00 
12,576.78 
6,015.88 
6,629.47 


16,571.90 
4,764.08 
2,426.79 
4,518.31 
6,207.75 
2,874.52 

6,290.69 


59432-3535 
$8,901.00 
11,852.31 
8,696.97 
§»326.90 
4734-54 
10,002.17 
6,315.76 
5,166.17 
8,308.01 
6,447-79 
5,399.28 
»206.31 
11,432.95 
§9397-07 
7,036.30 
15,222.80 
16,535-33 
14,878.66 
4,600.00 





$410,587.99 


6,536 
39900 
9,480 
18,000 
14,760 
9,600 


15,960 
9,600 
125936 
1,596 
18,090 


12,000 
8,800 
6,32 
3,900 

21,200 
39444 
7,600 
§»400 

10,578 

25,916 

I1,200 
5,180 
4,760 

13,041 
g,000 


5,600 


4,400 
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O 
200.00 


600.00 


840.00 


1,122.00 


360.00 


322.00 
141.75 
666.00 
640.00 
339.55 
112.00 
769.50 
345.00 
988.00 
5 30.00 
$5.00 
600.00 
355-00 
Oo 
200.00 
750.00 
260.40 
525.00 
2) 


545.25 


1,413.60 


800.00 
70.00 
35-00 

§ 35.20 

480.00 


70.00 


1,092.30 


1,260.00 


3-15 

oO 
490.02 
$4.00 
87 5.00 
$40.00 
goo0.00 
422.00 


250.00 





§79,720 








INVESTMENTS OF SEGREGATED FuUNDs 





Book 


35948.40 


Value 








Market 


6,615 





th 


Income 
Received 


3 30- 
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Eastman Kodak Co. 74 
International Harvester Co. go 
Texas Co. 492 


INVESTMENTS OF “BEAUPORT” OPERATING FUND 
Metropolitan Federal Savings & 
Loan Assoc.—Book No. 7902 
C. I. T. Financial Corp. 


Deb. 3¥8 /70 5 ,0¢ 
U.S. Treasury 23% Zo 2,0¢ 
U.S. Savings “G” 12/1/60 3,06 


INVESTMENTS OF GENERAL FUNDS 
Home Savings Bank—Book No. 489865 





1,569.74 6,512 196.1: 
1,802.53 3,510 180.0% 
5,849.81 29,520 1,156.2: 
$13,470.48 $46,157 $1,863.05 














$ 5,000.00 $ 5,000 $ 300.0: 
0 4,928.75 4,700 181.25 
0 2,023.44 2,000 5 5.0% 
0 3,000.00 2,901 3 75.0% 
$14,952.19 $14,601 $ 611.25 





$52,414.61 $52,414.61 


SUMMARY OF INVESTMENTS AND INVESTMENT INCOME 


POOLED FUNDS 


Savings Bank Accounts 


Mortgages 
Bonds 
Stocks 


Income recel\ ed on securities sold 


SEGREGATED FUNDS 

ELIZABETH JT OPPAN TRUST 

ELIZABETH R. VAUGHAN Trust—(Second 
Bank—State Street Trust Co. ) 


Distribution of Income 


To—General Income 
Real Estate Income 
Principal of Funds 


SCHEDULE 4 
PooLED ENDOWMENT FUNDs 


December 31, 1956 





Endowment Funds—lIncome to be used 
for Real Estate Maintenance 


Alexander House $ 16,599.00 
Eleazer Arnold House 3,162.19 
Barrett-Barr Houses 409,366.47 
Casey Farm 116,984.48 
Chaplin-Clarke-Williams House 4,650.25 
Clemence-Irons House 31,882.19 


$ 165,537-48 $ 165,537.48 


$1,537-74 


$ 55347-36 
3,260.00 
18,976.90 
25,;077-72 


2,885.42 





68,600.00 68,600.00 
$44,217.11 $07,206.00 
410,587.99 § 79,720.00 

1,488,942.58 1,621,063.48 

$0,537.28 113,172.61 
204,990.21 253,088.00 


iiw 


Cothn House 

Colton House 

Cooper-F rost-Austin House 

Crocker Tavern 

Emerson-Howard House 

Fowler House 

Friends of Tower Hill Burying 
Ground 

Frost Cemetery 

Hooper-Parker House 

Jacobs Farmhouse 

Jewett House 


Josiah Smith Tavern-Jones House 





$1,774,470.07 $1,987,324.09 


5 59547-40 


4,012.04 
334-57 


8,598.07 


$68,492.08 


$68.49 


22,055.97 
6,913.16 
9,104.38 
12,942.75 
4,912.65 


95-30 


5,926.14 
1,820.09 
4394-7! 
26,299.84 
58,311.73 


49,067.91 
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Lakeman-Johnson House 

Governor Langdon Mansion 

Lyman House 

Lydia Lyman Memorial Fund 

Marrett House 

Marrett House Garden 

Mawdsley-Gardner-Watson-Pitman 
House 

Merrell’s Tavern 

Rebecca Nurse House 

Parson Smith House 

Peabody-Smith Cemeteries 

Pratt House 

Col. Josiah Quincy House 

Rocky Hill Meetinghouse 

Royce House 

“Scotch”-Boardman House 

Short House 


Sarah Jane Parker Toppan Spalding 


Memorial Fund f.b.o. Lyman 
House 

Stetson House 

Swain-Harrison House 

Swett-Ilsley Tavern 

Col. John Thacher and 
Winslow Crocker House 

Peter Tufts House 

George H. Whipple Bequest 


35,112.31 
89,417.26 
17,281.98 


3,987.74 


38,912.44 
11,820.95 


261.71 
9925.61 
9,236.79 


195332-51 


7986.31 


17545 3-06 


7,556.88 


12,289.29 


5,197.62 
4,189.24 
594-92 


139475-29 


6,946.83 
3,042.14 
$02.10 


56,933.88 


2,800.40 
6,771.85 





Total 


$1,165,818.32 
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Endowment Funds—Income to be used 
for General Purposes 

Curtis-Ahl Memorial Fund $ 22,991.42 

General Endowment 77,169.01 

Hosmer-Huse Memorial Fund 55949.26 

Liberty Loan 355572-76 

Life Membership Fund 19,718.98 

Quincy Memorial Fund 28,840.73 

Mary Bell Willson 1075397-97 
Total $297,640.13 











Fire Insurance Fund $12,340.90 








Temporary Funds—to be used for 
Other Designated Purposes 
Frances Anne Atkinson Appleton 





Fund $ 5,388.07 
Asher Benjamin Drawings 144.50 
Bigelow Publications 2,278.45 
Charles Bulfinch 2,283.88 
Charles Street Meetinghouse 6,029.30 
Helen E. Kremer Fund f.b.o. 

Langdon House 7573379 
Publications Endowment 2,938.95 
Waring Stencils 46.52 

T otal $26,843.46 








Revolving Loan Fund $5,503.95 














Report of the Director of Museum 


Mr. RussEcit H. Kerrey 


May 1, 1956 to April 30, 1957 


N making my annual report as Direc- 
tor of the Museum, I should first 
like to explain again one point lest I 

seem to be sailing under false colors. 

This Museum, in its week to week du- 
ties, is so organized that it runs itself, and 
very well so far as I can see. Mr. Luquer 
and Mr. Merchant, with the assistance of 
a few enthusiasts who have worked on 
special arrangements, keep things order- 
ly and clean and take care of the cata- 
loguing and placing of such material as 
is given us throughout the year. 

I have for some time felt that we were 
missing a great opportunity in not mak- 
ing up a systematic display of our ar- 
chitectural wood and metal and glass 
fragments. This means mouldings and 





hinges and latches and sash—especially 
those rare pieces that date back into the 
seventeenth and early eighteenth cen- 
turies. It is a fact, I believe, that we have 
more and better of these things than has 
anyone else. 

In Pennsylvania last week I had the 
latest evidence to that effect while visit- 
ing a restoration. ‘(The Committee Chair- 
man, who did not know where I came 
from, remarked that the best collection 
in the country of leaded glass casement 
sash was in that what-do-you-call-it So- 
ciety up in Boston. This fact you have 
heard from me in previous reports. 

Yet nothing has been done, for two 
reasons. First, it would cost money that 
seems not to be at hand. But I am con- 
fident that if a good scheme were worked 
out the money would be forthcoming. 

The second seems to have been so far 
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insurmountable. It is a fact that no 
scheme should be started unless it has 
been considered and evolved in consul- 
tation with the active and knowledgeable 
Assistant Director of the Society, Mr. 
Abbott Cummings. He is going to be the 
one to live with and make use of the dis- 
play far more than will anyone else. 


. More even than the, shall we say, non- 


resident Director of the Museum. 

Unfortunately, Mr. Cummings is an 
astonishingly busy man. May I add two 
final words to the perhaps hackneyed de- 
scription and observe that he is as busy as 
a one-armed paperhanger with bursitis. 
Perhaps after the reorganization of our 
library, he will have time to work with 
my successor. 

Donors for the past twelve months are 
as follows: In 1950: Miss Eunice W. 
Dexter, Mr. Frank J. Evans, Miss 
Hope Gray, Mrs. Bertram K. Little, 
Mr. Evelyn P. Luquer, Mrs. Edwin F. 
Ly ford, Estate of Alice Kent Neale, Mr. 
Edward L. Stroiber, and Mr. Guy W. 
Walker, Jr. January to May, 1957: Mr. 
Elmer D. Keith, Mrs. Lea S$. Luquer, 
and Mr. H. Wade W hite. 

Gifts from these donors included ar- 
ticles of clothing, table linen, handwoven 
blankets and coverlets, a few pieces of 
coin silverware, old and historic china, 
portraits and landscapes, and furniture. 

As a gift of the late Mrs. Charles Fos- 
ter Batchelder, transmitted by her son, 
the Society received some eighty inter- 
esting family items, including china, 
table linen formerly belonging to the 
grandmother of Sally Foster, who be- 
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came the first Mrs. Harrison Gray Otis, 
doll’s furniture, household articles, early 
chairs, a desk and two oil portraits. 

From Mr. Thomas M. Belden a 
wooden box containing a number of 
special brushes and metal pieces for grain- 
ing and other working equipment of Wal- 
ter Edward Ford, of New Milford and 
Torrington, Connecticut, an itinerant 
painter of the 1850’s. 

From Mr. S. Prescott Fay an early 
grained bed, a Flemish-type chair, and 
other pieces of early furniture, together 
with a number of interesting early toys. 

From Mrs. Charles H. Flood an early 
lantern, articles of clothing, and a set of 
eighteenth-century scales for weighing 
gold and silver coins with the date 1764 
and the owner’s initials A. M. for An- 
thony Morse, cut into the box case. 

From Mrs. James Mott Hallowell, 
Sr., three silhouettes and a small por- 
trait, the latter of Mrs. Abigail ( Dawes) 
Waters who belonged to a family famous 
in Boston for its civic and artistic con- 
tributions to the city. She was a daughter 
of Thomas Dawes, mason, whose grand- 
son of the same name, her nephew and 
also a mason, served both houses of the 
legislature and in the Governor’s Coun- 

cil, and was three times chosen a Presi- 
dential Elector. His architectural library, 
an excellent one for its day, iS preserved 
by the Boston Atheneum. Mrs. Waters’ 
husband, Josiah Waters, was a painter- 
stainer in eighteenth-century Boston, and 
a sister, Mary Dawes, married William 
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More who executed much of the fine 
woodwork of the Hancock Mansion on 
Beacon Hill. 

From Professor Maurice Mandel- 
baum a set of twelve eighteenth-century 
French fire-gilt luncheon knives, forks 
and spoons, in original fitted and lined, 
tooled leather box. 

From Mr. and Mrs. C. L. ‘Thomp- 
son an early child’s high chair made by 
Zebulon Foster, Jr., which because of 
the name and parentage of the maker is 
now on exhibit in our Preston-Foster 
House in Ipswich. 

From Mrs. James Rockwell ‘Torbert 
a portrait of Miss Anne Parker attributed 
to Chester Harding. 

From Miss Gertrude TTownsend a 
fine miniature on ivory of Mary Smith 
whose first husband was Edward Gray 
and second Samuel Allyne Otis. The ar- 
tist was probably Sarah Goodrich. 

Through the use of our Museum 
Fund we acquired a table or lap melo- 
dian made by Abraham Prescott, Con- 

cord, New Hampshire, in its original 
box with good maker’s label. 

Museum material went out on loan 
last year to the following organizations: 
The Cambridge Summer Festival, Tele- 
vision Stations WBZ and WGBH, and 
The Children’s Museum of Boston. 

In conclusion, if I had them available, 
[ should like to present the new Direc- 
tor of the Museum with two things. 
First, a thousand dollars, second, a but- 
terfly net with a very long handle. 








Report of the Librarian 


Mr. BUCHANAN CHARLES 


May 1, 1956 to April 30, 1957 


HE library report submitted at 

last year’s annual meeting ended 

with the statement that a new era 
of progress seemed at hand. ‘The activities 
of the library in the year since then have 
fulfilled that expectation. This past year 
has indeed been the most revolutionary 
one during the ten years I have been li- 
brarian. This excellent development is 
owing to the initiative of the Society’s 
new Assistant Director, Mr. Abbott 
Lowell Cummings. 

The library room has been completely 
renovated, The walls have been repainted 
a fresh, warm yellow that suggests the 
cheerfulness of sunlight on the darkest 
day. This illusion is heightened by the ef- 
fects of a new lighting system, which 
sends a soft glow into the hitherto dark 
corners. The filing cases have been in- 
creased in number and rearranged for 
greater convenience. The work tables 
have been cleared of chaotic piles of pa- 
pers and books, an accumulation of dec- 
ades. 

These changes have done away with 
a wonderfully picturesque scene, a strik- 
ing exhibition of antiquarian acquisitive- 
ness, More impressive in its appearance of 
quantity and value than the thoroughly 
classified and completely accessible ar- 
rangement into which Mr. Cummings 
has almost magically converted this seem- 
ingly hopeless confusion. We can envy 
him the enjoyment of investigating those 
alluring masses of material. Many ex- 
traordinary things were uncovered. 

Examples of these findings were 


shown the Trustees at one of the month- 
ly meetings. Among the items were im- 
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portant architectural drawings which 
Mr. Little and Mr. Cummings identi- 
fied, by handwriting comparisons, as be- 
ing by Samuel MclIntire—a timely dis- 
covery in this year of the two hundredth 
anniversary of MclIntire’s birth. ‘There 
was also an eighteenth-century Italian 
book, by Domenico Pronti, of engravings 
of ancient costumes. It is inscribed with 
the signature of Washington Allston and 
was probably bought by him during his 
stay in Rome from 1805 to 1808. It may 
well have been the source of the costumes 
in such of his wonderful paintings as 
“Diana in the Chase” left by Mrs. Alger- 
non Coolidge to the Fogg Museum, 
“The Dead Men Revived” at Philadel- 
phia, and the beautiful “Italian Land- 
scape”’ in the Addison Gallery at Phillips 
Academy, Andover. 

In the renovation of the library, the 
end of all romance was sealed by the pur- 
chase of a hand vacuum cleaner for use 
on the books and shelves. 

Another aspect of this revolutionary 
year just concluded is the great impor- 
tance of the additions to our collections. 
We are indebted to many individuals for 
extremely valuable gifts. Miss Anna D. 
Frye of Boston gave an important col- 
lection of Jewett Family memorabilia. 
This includes forty-four photographs of 
the Jewett House at South Berwick inside 
and out, taken while the family was still 
living in it. There are also newspaper 
clippings, Jewett family letters, and a 
typed article entitled “The Jewett Li- 
brary.” 

Mr. E. S. Hatch of Everett, Massa- 


chusetts, presented an architectural col- 
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lection made over a period of many 
years by his mother, the late Sarah L. 
Hatch. This consists of nine scrapbooks of 
New England architectural subjects, 
with the negatives of all the pictures. 
There are also twelve notebooks of clip- 
pings and memoranda concerning New 
England architecture, and eighteen pam- 
phlets dealing with historic New England 
houses and towns. 

Mr. Elmer D. Keith of North Haven, 
Connecticut, gave a collection of ten 
pamphlets about historic towns and houses 
of Connecticut. 

Mr. C. Park Pressey made further ad- 
ditions to the collection of newspaper 
clippings about old houses in Rockingham 
County, New Hampshire, which he has 
been gathering for us over a considerable 
period. 

Mrs. Henry D. Tudor of Cambridge 
contributed an eighteenth-century docu- 
ment connected with the original owner 
of our headquarters, Harrison Gray Otis. 

Our treasurer, Mr. Guy Warren 
Walker, Jr., presented a book by the late 
Herbert Claiborne on Some Colonial 
Virginia Pamt Colors; a book by J. Hall 
Pleasants on St. Memin Water Color 
Mimatures ; and a priced catalogue of the 
auction sale of the John Kenneth Danby 
collection. 

Mr. H. Wade White of Boston gave 
a publication of the Mattatuck Historical 
Society of Waterbury, Connecticut, on 
the Woodtick School in Wolcott, Con- 
necticut. This is said to be the oldest 
schoolhouse in Connecticut. Bronson Al- 
cott taught here after returning from 
several years in the south to Wolcott, 
where he was born. 

An anonymous gift was a copy of a 
negative of an original sketch made in 
1853 by T. K. Wharton of the Old 
Feather Store at Dock Square in Boston. 
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In thus acknowledging our indebted- 
ness to individuals, I must also thank Miss 
Catharine Pierce of Cambridge, one of 
our Trustees, and Mr. Peter Spang III 
for the generous contribution of their 
time in helping with the cataloguing of 
the library’s manuscript collection. 

A marked change occurred during the 
past year in the manner in which many 
acquisitions were made, extensive pur- 
chases having been made from the library 
fund. This fund has been slowly accumu- 
lating during the last few years. It was 
established for the use of the librarian, 
entirely at his own discretion. The past 
year was the first in which the fund has 
been drawn upon to any great extent. It 
enabled us substantially to further a 
prime objective which is to have the So- 
ciety’s architectural negative collection 
develop into being the finest in the United 
States. An important step towards this 
goal was taken just a few weeks ago 
when we purchased the collection of ar- 
chitectural negatives of the late George 
Noyes of Newburyport from his widow. 
This was probably the largest purchase 
the library has made up to this time, not 
excepting the collection of architectural 
drawings by Asher Benjamin purchased 
by Mr. Appleton many years ago, by 
means of a subscription among a group of 
Boston architects. The Noyes collection 
of negatives numbers somewhat over 
one thousand five hundred photographs 
of old houses (many no longer stand- 
ing) in the Newburyport region, made 
by Mr. Noyes in the early years of this 
century. Mr. Noyes was the photographer 
who took many of the photographs used 
in the books of John Mead Howells on 
the architectural heritage of the Merri- 
mack and of the Piscataqua Rivers. ‘This 
collection should be of great value to stu- 
dents everywhere, and it is part of our 
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purpose in having acquired it to offer for 
sale prints from any of the negatives in 
the collection. 

Other purchases included several vol- 
umes of the Survey of the Royal Com- 
mission on Historic Monuments made in 
the southeastern counties of England. 
These fine books record in great detail 
many of the cottages and small manor 
houses which have not otherwise been 
studied. ‘They are invaluable in our own 
work as many of the buildings recorded 
are the immediate prototypes and ante- 
cedents of the early buildings »f New 
England. 

A further purchase has been the three 
readily available volumes of the Diary 
of William Bentley, minister of the East 
Meetinghouse in Salem. This work in 
four thick volumes, running to upwards 
of two thousand pages, is one of the liter- 
ary glories of Essex County, comparable 
in its way to the writings of the English 
diarists, Pepys and Evelyn. Mr. Bentley’s 
diary covers a period of thirty-five years, 
from 1784 to the year of his death at the 
age of sixty in 1819. [he diary lay un- 
published for nearly a hundred years but 
fortunately in 1905 the Essex Institute 
undertook the printing of it and com- 
pleted the work in 1914. 

Mr. Bentley was a prodigy of learning 
and industry. His diary is made up of 
gossip, local news, weather reports, and 
detailed descriptions of the people and 
houses of Salem and of many other places 
in Essex County. It is a unique record of 
the life of the county at that time. It is 
also endlessly interesting as a portrait of 
Mr. Bentley himself, with his tireless 
energy, amusing anecdotes, quaint ec- 


centricities, and insatiable desire for in- 
formation on almost every conceivable 
subject, ranging from natural history 
specimens, brought home to him from all 
parts of the world by the seamen of 
Salem, to architectural changes made in 
the local houses observed in his daily 
walks. 

He had entered Harvard at the age of 
fourteen and graduated with high honors 
in 1777. 
guist, reading more than twenty lan- 
guages, including Persian and Arabic. 
On French; on 
Wednesdays, Latin; Thursdays, Span- 
ish and Italian; Fridays, German, Dutch, 
and Slavonian. When an ambassador ar- 
rived from ‘Tunis, his credentials were 
sent from Washington to be translated 
by Mr. Bentley. Jefferson asked him to 
be president of the University of Vir- 
ginia but he declined because of his at- 
tachment to the East Church of Salem. 

A striking example of the value to the 
antiquarian of Mr. Bentley’s writings is 
found in his observations on the activi- 
ties of Samuel McIntire, of particular in- 
terest in this year of the McIntire bicen- 
tennial. On the day of McIntire’s death 
his career was impressively summed up 
in Mr. Bentley’s diary. 


He was an extraordinary lin- 


Tuesdays he read 


One could go on indefinitely describ- 
ing Mr. Bentley’s virtues or telling about 
the other valuable and interesting books 
and records in our library, especially as 
so many more of them are now accessible 
through Mr. Cummings’ efforts. 

The new era prophesied last year has 
indeed arrived. We hope that you will 
visit the library and share in the enjoy- 
ment and usefulness it offers. 
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as a result of Mr. Bingham’s recent 
trip to England, we are very gratified to offer you 
what we consider an exceptionally fine collec- 
tion of furniture, china, glass, silver and other 
antiques that he personally selected to meet 
the discriminating tastes of our customers. 
Without doubt, this is one of the most interest- 
ing shipments that we have ever received. We 
very much hope that you will be able to call in 
and see them because we know you will find it 
well worth your while. If you cannot come in 
person, please communicate with us and we 


shall be glad to send you particular details. 


Shreve 


CRUMP & LOW COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1800 


Anliquarians, bunelexs, Gold and Slversmith 


BOYLSTON AT ARLINGTON STREET 
BOSTON 16, MASSACHUSETTS 





WE BUY & SELL 


RARE AMERICANA 


LD PRINTS and paintings of American 
Towns, Ships, and Character. 1 American 
Maps. { Books relating to the Discovery, Explora- 
tion, and Growth of America. { American Gene- 
alogy and Loca! History. { Books on the Arts and 
Crafts, including Reference Works for Collectors. 
1 First Editions of Americanand English Authors. 


GOODSPEED’S BOOK SHOP 


18 Beacon Street, Boston 





FOUR HIGH ROAD 
On Route 1A 
NEWBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 
Delicious Luncheons and Dinners 


served daily, except Sunday and Monday, 


the year round, in a 17th-century house 
Reservations desirable— Te/. Newburyport 1540 


Miss Lilian J. Franklin, Manager 
Assisted by Miss Sarah Fisher 


CONSULTANT 
TO COLLECTORS 


Experienced assistance 1n 

augmenting your collec- 

tion, creating an authen- 

tic setting for it, or dis- 

posing of it as a whole or 
in part. 


By appointment 


MARY ALLIS 
Ogden House 
Fairfield 


Connecticut 








Almost as good as a visit to 


BEAUPORT 


The most fascinating house in America 


Twelve 
Full color slides by Gilbert Ask of the 
exterior and interiors of nine 
principal rooms. 
Forty-five cents each 
Forty cents each for five or more 


and 


the book: BEAUPORT 
text by Paul Hollister 
pictures by Samuel Chamberlain 
only $3.75 postpaid 
Order from 
The Society for the Preservation of 
New England Antiquities 


141 Cambridge Street Boston 14, Mass. 








Early «American Silver 


matching Creamer and Sugar with 
Cover, neo-classic oval engraved, 
by HENRY FARNAM 
Boston Silversmith 
Directory 1798 
Born in Norwich, Connecticut, 1773, part- 
ner with brother Rufus in Boston 1805. 


Designed and made en suite and remaining 
together, such a set is a rarity. Its desirable 
type of design invites new ownership for use. 


GEBELEIN Silversmiths 


79 CHESTNUT ST., BosTON 8, MAss. 
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Gou OVE tnvwled — 


to make use of any of the various banking and trust 
services which we provide. While it is never our intention 
to disturb satisfactory relations elsewhere, we would like 
very much to be kept in mind when a change or increase in 
banking connections is being considered. 

You will always find us ready and willing to discuss 
banking or trust matters with you at your convenience. 


SECOND BANK-STATE STREET 
TRUST COMPANY 


111 FRANKLIN STREET 
Boston, Massachusetts 


State Street Office: STATE and CONGRESS STREETS 
Union Trust Office: 24 FEDERAL STREET 
Statler Office: ARLINGTON and PROVIDENCE STREETS 
Copley Square Office: 587 BOYLSTON STREET 
Massachusetts Avenue Office: MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE and BOYLSTON STREET 


Safe Deposit Vaults at all Offices 


Member Federal Reserve System Member Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation 








OLD PAINTINGS and PRINTS 
FAMILY PORTRAITS 


Restored—Cleaned— Framed 


ero 


Appraisals for Insurance and Inheritance 
ENS 


CHARLES D. CHILDS 


169 Newbury Street - Boston 16, Mass. 
Telephone: COmmonwealth 6-1108 
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